	Current projects

	

	· EPISODES and ReSync studies:

Principal investigator: Ruud G Nijman, Imperial College London 

Started in 2020

The EPISODES project collects data from paediatric emergency departments across Europe. The project was set up to study the impact from the COVID-19 pandemic on the frequency, type and severity of emergency presentations. The ReSync study (with PIs Naim Ouldali and Luigi Titomanlio), embedded in the EPISODES project, specifically looks at respiratory tract infections – and is now studying the impact of RSV and other vaccines on presentations to emergency departments with respiratory tract infections.

You can find more details and the description of the study here.

Publications from this project: 
Lenglart L, Titomanlio L, Bognar Z, Bressan S, Buonsenso D, De T, Farrugia R, Honeyford K, Maconochie IK, Moll HA, Oostenbrink R, Parri N, Roland D, Akyüz Özkan E, Almeida L, Alberti I, Angoulvant F, Assad Z, Aupiais C, Barrett M, Basmaci R, Borensztajn D, Castanhinha S, Chiaretti A, Cohen R, Durnin S, Fitzpatrick P, Greber-Platzer S, Guedj R, Hey F, Jankauskaite L, Keitel K, Mascarenhas I, Milani GP, Musolino AM, Pučuka Z, Ryd Rinder M, Supino MC, Tirelli F, Nijman RG, Ouldali N; EPISODES Study Group. Surge of Pediatric Respiratory Tract Infections after the COVID-19 Pandemic and the Concept of "Immune Debt". J Pediatr. 2024 Nov 22;284:114420. doi: 10.1016/j.jpeds.2024.114420. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39579868.
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	· Acute Starvation of Childhood Survey 

Principal Investigator: Ruth Lollgen, Karolinska Children’s Hospital, Stockholm, Sweden

Started in: 2024

The overarching aim of this project is to investigate the current practice variation in the management of Acute Starvation of Childhood in multiple European PEDs, awareness of this clinical entity among European paediatric emergency medicine physicians and willingness of these centers to participate in a planned cluster randomized trial. This survey is a pilot study to inform a planned cluster randomized controlled trial which will examine the efficacy of oral (PO) or nasogastric (NG) versus intravenous (IV) glucose replacement therapy for ASC in the PED.


	· Implementation of the ‘Child Abuse and Neglect Readiness Package’ in Emergency Departments across Europe

Principal Investigator: Dr. Patrycja Puiman, ErasmusMC, Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Started in: 2024

Following a successful first survey study, this project has now progressed into an implementation study, in which the 'Child Abuse & Neglect Readiness Package' will be introduced within the premises of three European hospitals, followed by a one-year follow up period. This pilot study will be the first step towards a wider implementation of the CAN Readiness Package across all European emergency departments.

Publications from this project: 
Hoedeman F, Puiman PJ, Smits AW, Dekker MI, Diderich-Lolkes de Beer H, Laribi S, Lauwaert D, Oostenbrink R, Parri N, García-Castrillo Riesgo L, Moll HA. Recognition of child maltreatment in emergency departments in Europe: Should we do better?. PLoS one. 2021 Feb 5;16(2):e0246361.


	· EuroDEN Plus Project

Started in: 2025

Principal Investigator: Prof Paul Dargan, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Healthcare Trust, London, UK

REPEM collaborates with the EuroDEN Plus project, led by Prof Paul Dargan from Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Healthcare Trust in London, to collect prospective registry data for children presenting to emergency departments after ingestion of recreational drugs across Europe. The EuroDEN network, linked to the European Union Drug Agency, has previously successfully mapped and published on the use of recreational drugs amongst adults presenting to emergency departments.

You can find more details and the description of the study, as well as a list of publications here: https://www.euda.europa.eu/publications/data-factsheet/european-drug-emergencies-network-euro-den-plus-data-and-analysis_en


	· Paediatric readiness in emergency medicine

Principal Investigator: Ruud Nijman, Imperial College London 

Started in 2024

The paediatric readiness project aims to map the preparedness of emergency departments across Europe to look after acutely injured or unwell children. Initial work was done in 2008 (lead author: Santi Mintegi), and was repeated more than a decade later (published in 2021). A growing body of evidence shows that outcomes of unwell and injured children are linked to the level of readiness – and these data serve to improve the care delivered to children in emergency departments across Europe, one of REPEM core ambitions. 

Publications from this project: 
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	Examples of Past projects

	

	· SHIVER: STUDIES IN CHILDREN WITH FEVER

Principal Investigator: Rianne Oostenbrink, Erasmus MC – Sophia children’s hospital, Rotterdam, The Netherlands 

The general aim was to assess antibiotic prescription rates in febrile children related to signs and symptoms attending emergency departments in Europe. Data were collected from 28 hospitals in 11 European countries on diagnostic and therapeutic management of febrile children. We provided insight in current cultural differences for antibiotic prescriptions and insight in actual determinants of antibiotic prescription that may support new intervention strategies or studies to improve targeted antibiotic prescription. Additionally we studied diagnostic variation among European centers. These data provides insight in the potential impact of diagnostic or therapeutic interventions among different European countries. 

Data: Data are available for secondary studies, please contact r.oostenbrink@erasmusmc.nl
.
You can find more details and the description of the study here: https://www.erasmusmc.nl/en/sophia/research/projects/shiver#ba1a0dca-07db-4391-b195-f21ed834ecf4 

Publications from this project: 
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	· Children with fever: the PERFORM and DIAMONDS projects

Principal Investigator: Prof Shunmay Yeung, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, UK

REPEM endorsed and distributed two surveys in collaboration with the PERFORM and DIAMONDS research consortia. These consortia aimed to derive and validate new diagnostic markers for children with fever and acute infection. The surveys helped to better understand how people were using point-of-care testing in their management of acute infection in children across Europe and to know where the need for renewed diagnostic tests was greatest. 

You can find more details about the PERFORM and DIAMONDS consortia and their research here: https://www.diamonds2020.eu/about/

Publications from this project: 
Dewez JE, Pembrey L, Nijman RG, Del Torso S, Grossman Z, Hadjipanayis A, Van Esso D, Lim E, Emonts M, Burns J, Gras-LeGuen C. Availability and use of rapid diagnostic tests for the management of acute childhood infections in Europe: A cross-sectional survey of paediatricians. PLoS One. 2022 Dec 20;17(12):e0275336.




